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This is of course the view of a Jacksonian
leader, but it is none the less full of keen analysis
and comprehension of Mr. Webster, and in some
respects embodies very well the conditions of the
situation. Mr. Benton naturally did not see that
an alliance with Jackson was utterly impossible
for Mr. Webster, whose proper course was there-
fore much less simple than it appeared to the
Senator from Missouri. There was in reality no
common ground possible between Webster and
Jackson except defence of the national integrity.
Mr. Webster was a great orator, a splendid advo-
cate, a trained statesman and economist, a remark-
able constitutional lawyer, and a man of immense
dignity, not headstrong in temper and without pe-
culiar force of will. Jackson, on the other hand,
was a rude soldier, unlettered, intractable, arbi-
trary, with a violent temper and a most despotic
will. Two men more utterly incompatible it would
have been difficult to find, and nothing could have
been more wildly fantastic than to suppose an
alliance between them, or to imagine that Mr.
Webster could ever have done anything but op-
pose utterly those mad gyrations of personal gov-
ernment which the President called his " policy."

Yet at the same time it is perfectly true that
just after the passage of the tariff bill Mr. Web-
ster was at a great crisis in his life. He could
not act with Jackson. That way was shut to him
by nature, if by nothing else. But he could have